FARM TO SCHOOL STATE PROFILE

Washington
Farm to school is a common sense approach to child nutrition and community economic development and is uniquely designed to
address the ways in which each of these rates intersects with one another through policy, programming, and partnerships. In
Washington, the childhood obesity rate is 11%,1 the food insecurity rate is 12.9%, 2 and the rate of students receiving free and
reduced-price meals is 46%; 3 farm to school can be used to address these issues. In addition, studies show that every dollar spent on
local food can generate up to an additional $2.16 in economic activity, 4 indicating school districts’ local food purchases can lead to
over $1 billion in local economic activity over one school year. 5

USDA Farm to School Census (School Year 2013-14) in Washington
The U.S. Department of Agriculture tracks farm to school activities at the state and school district level.

Washington invested $17,440,300 in local foods,
with the average school district spending 9% of their
budget on local products. Of the schools that source
local foods:
83% of schools source vegetables locally
93% of schools source fruit locally
61% of schools source milk locally
22% of schools source meat or poultry locally

49% of Washington school districts report
participation in farm to school.

117 school districts

1,183 schools

542,154 students

at least 93
school gardens

Washington ranks 35 out of 50 states in local food purchasing.

There is demand for farm to school in Washington:
15% of districts surveyed

plan to start farm to school activities in the future.

46% of districts surveyed

plan to increase local food purchases in the future.

In Washington, 32% of school districts are using local foods in summer meals. According to the 2018 National Farm
to Early Care and Education Survey, 47.1% of surveyed sites in Washington are already participating in farm to early
care and education settings, and 26.1% plan to start farm to early care and education activities in the future.
55.6% of farm to early care and education participating sites also anticipate their local food purchases to increase. 6

State Farm to School Network and Organizations in Washington

1 National Conference of State Legislatures
2 USDA Economic Research Service

3 National Center for Education Statistics
4 Upstream Public Health

5 USDA Farm to School Census
6 2018 National Farm to Early Care and Education Survey
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Federal Support for Washington Farm to School
The USDA administers the Farm to School Grant program, which has awarded the following projects in Washington:

2018 - Foundation of District 304 ($50,000), Lower Columbia School Gardens ($100,000).
2017 - Washington State Department of Agriculture ($96,625).
2016 - Clark County Public Health ($100,000), Concrete School District ($93,439), Garden Raised Bounty ($99,775), North
Olympic Peninsula Resource Conservation & Development Council ($72,000).
2015 - Washington State Department of Agriculture ($24,970), Washington Sustainable Food & Farming Network ($88,444).
2014 - Concrete School District ($40,000), Olympia School District ($76,700).
2013 - Washington State Department of Agriculture ($95,539), Walla Walla Public School #140 ($96,000), Cheney Public Schools

($44,999).

Between FY 2013 - FY 2018, Washington was awarded 14 of 44 grant requests.
Funds awarded total $2,065,024 of $8,502,356 requested.

Washington Farm to School Administrative Efforts

State agency and university Extension positions can support farm to school, and do in many states. The following shows FTE devoted
to supporting farm to school:
Washington has fewer farm to school FTEs than 14 states.
Department of Education (FTE 0.1)
Department of Health
(FTE 0)

Department of Agriculture (FTE 1.5)
University Extension
(FTE 0)

Department of Children, Youth and
Families
(FTE 0.1)

Washington Enacted State Farm to School Policies
2018

2014

H.B. 1508 - Promoting Student Health and Readiness Through Meal and
Nutrition Program

H.B. 2185/S.B. 6002 (2014), H.B. 1276 (2013) - Engaging Youth in
Farming to Prevent Dropouts

2017

2008

H.R. 4605 - Recognizing the Importance of Combating Child Hunger

H.B. 2798/S.B. 6483 - Creating a Farm to School Program

2016

2002

H.B. 2376/S.B. 6246 - Making 2016 Supplemental Operating
Appropriations

H.B. 2657- Encouraging State Institutions to Purchase Washington
Agricultural Products

The National Farm to School Network is an information, advocacy, and networking hub for communities working to bring
local food sourcing, school gardens, and food and agriculture education into schools and early care and education settings.

